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Your Excellency Ghassan Hasbani, Minister of Health,

Professor Fadlo Khuri, President of the American University of Beirut,
Colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you for the invitation to speak to you today.

Ten days ago we celebrated World Health Day with the theme
“Universal health coverage: everyone, everywhere.”

Achieving universal halth coverage is one of the targets the nations of
the world set when adopting the Sustainable Development Goals.

Lebanon has made great strides towards universal health coverage,
despite a difficult political context and despite many challenges,
including the influx of huge numbers of refugees from Syria.

Universal health coverage means that all individuals and communities
receive the health services they need without suffering financial
hardship.

It sounds simple, but we all know it is not.

Countries must build a consensus not only on the scope of services to
be covered, but also how they are financed, managed, and delivered.

This requires strong stewardship, cooperation between health
stakeholders, and alignment with national health policies.

Lebanon’s new Health Policy Support Observatory will help the Ministry
of Health to do all of that. It will help ensure the right decisions are
made, leading to a measurable impact on health and well-being.

| congratulate you on this new step, and assure you that WHO is
committed will work with you to make it a success.

| thank you.
[224 words]
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