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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This diagram shows one example of a casualty receiving decontamination station. This can be deployed in a field setting at a safe distant upwind from the incident site, a traffic control point or at a HCF. The hot, warm, and cold areas of the decontamination station should be identified during the planning phase.  A properly sited station will also permit drainage of the decontamination water to be directed into a sump, holding pond, or a container that can be emptied later during the recovery phase. The hot zone is considered contaminated and where potentially contaminated victims and vehicles initially enter.  It is critical that access, egress, and the perimeter be secured.  Staff in the hot zone must wear appropriate PPE for the contaminant identified. Walk-in victims and those who cannot be confirmed as receiving decontamination from a certified hazardous materials unit in the field go to the screening stations in the hot zone before proceeding through the decontamination line. Medical personnel should determine if those decontaminated in the field should be decontaminated again or if the patient can proceed directly to the medical triage area.
The warm zone is where victims are decontaminated, dried, and dressed. Staff monitoring the process should be wearing appropriate PPE. The cold zone is considered free from contamination.  This is where medical triage generally occurs although for critically injured victims, triage can occur before decontamination begins by properly protected medical personnel.  Those victims are usually then decontaminated through the non-ambulatory decontamination line. The cold zone should be upwind and uphill from the hot zone with a secure perimeter.  
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Powered air-purifying respirator (PAPR)
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Supplied-air respirator (SAR)
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Auxiliary escape respirator
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Self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA)
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